Jan Russell

Jan Russell, J.D. has been working in the field of domestic violence for more than 28 years. Currently, she is the Violence Against Women Policy Project Director for the Cook County Sheriff’s Office, where she is responsible for evaluating the Office’s policies and procedures regarding domestic violence, sexual assault and sex trafficking and working collaborating within the Office to improve the Office’s response.  

In 1994, Jan created within the Chicago Police Department the first program within a police department to provide direct services to victims of domestic violence who are abused by members of the department and served as an advocate in that program for 16 years.  She also worked as the Family Issues Specialist for the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office (5 years) and as the Executive Director of a legal advocacy agency dealing with parental child abduction (4 years).  She is a highly-rated trainer on domestic violence issues and has presented training to more than 15,000 professionals, including police officers, lawyers and advocates, from Florida to Hawaii.

Jan was involved in the drafting of the Illinois Domestic Violence Act.  She has written a book, A Practical Guide to the Illinois Domestic Violence Act, and a book chapter on parental child abduction for the Illinois Institute for Continuing Legal Education. She served 6 years as a member of the board of the Illinois Certified Domestic Violence Professionals, Inc., the organization that certifies domestic violence workers in Illinois. Jan graduated with honors from Chicago-Kent College of Law in 1997.

Joan Zorza

Joan Zorza, Esq. has been working to end violence against women and children for more than forty years and is the founding editor of both Domestic Violence Report and Sexual Assault Report.  A member of the bars of Massachusetts, New York and the District of Columbia, she has written extensively on child custody, domestic violence, stalking and sexual assault matters, and is the author of the three volume set of books, Violence Against Women Volumes (2002. 2004, and 2006), and Guide to Interstate Custody: A Manual for Domestic Violence Advocates (1992, 1995).  She was awarded for her work on custody by the Department of Justice in 1998, by the City of New York Human Resources Administration for her work on behalf of victims of domestic violence in 2000, and by the Sunshine Lady Foundation for her work on violence against women in 2002.  She is liaison to the American Bar Association’s Commission on Domestic Violence and represented or supervised lawyers and law students in cases on behalf of more than 2,000 battered women and almost 200 sexually abused children as an attorney at Greater Boston Legal Services and at the National Battered Women’s Law Project of the now defunct National Center on Women and Family Law.  She is a liaison to the American Bar’s Commission on Domestic Violence; an advisor to the International Association of Chief’s of Police; serves on the boards of EVAW, International, and the Legal Resource Center on Violence Against Women; and previously served on the boards of the National and New York State Coalitions Against Domestic Violence.  She no longer represents any clients, but remains involved with many organizations and through her writings and speaking to increase the safety of women and children. 
